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1 August 2015 
  
Dear Parents, Students and Community Members, 
  
Welcome to another school year! This is one of my favorite 
times of the year. Students are beginning to return for sports 
practices and marching band season. Uniforms are fitted, pic-
tures are taken and excitement is in the air as our mainte-
nance and custodial staffs put finishing touches in place for 
the first day of school. It is an exciting time of year as we look 
forward to welcoming back our returning students and meet-
ing new attendees! 
  
In a break with recent tradition and due to our MOAC league 
scheduling, the East Knox football team plays Danville as our 
first game of the season on August 28th at 7:00 PM. Cross 
country, volleyball and soccer will be in full swing by then as 
well. I sure hope you are able to join me at one or many of 
these events. 
  
As the 14th Superintendent (including interims) in the last 30 
years, one of many things we have learned at East Knox is to 
adapt to fluid employment situations across the spectrum of 
so many critical positions and still maintain academic excel-
lence! Twenty-five percent of our teaching staff (and a fair 
number of our support staff) have departed this year to new 
adventures in their lives. We wish them all the very best of 
luck! Fortunately, the Administration has again diligently dis-
covered and recommended quality candidates for available 
positions with only a couple more vacancies to fill. 
  
East Knox entered into Fiscal Emergency on February 5th this 
year due to forecasted future deficit spending. In the mean-
time, we finished the school year with revenues ahead of 
spending for the second year in a row. These changes mean 
that we kicked the financial can down the road another year. 
As the coming school year progresses, the Administration’s 
aim is to ensure that we are able to avoid deficit spending for 
a third year in a row! 
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Bulldog Community, 
 

My name is Cody Reese and I have just been hired as the Elementary Principal in your district.  In being an 
East Knox graduate in 2006, I am excited in my return home to the community. Upon graduation, I entered 
the Fall semester at Mount Vernon Nazarene University where I went on to earn my Bachelors Degree in 
Middle Childhood Education in the Spring of 2010.  In the Summer of 2010, I was married to my lovely wife 
Chelsea (Hazen).  We have a son Tristen (2 years old) and a daughter Tinley (6 months old).  In the Fall of 
2013, I earned a Master’s Degree in Educational Leadership from the American College of Education. 
 
I was hired by the Highland Local School District (Sparta) in August of 2011 as a 5th grade reading and 
social studies teacher for the 2011-2012 school year.  The next school year saw me make the transition to 
the high school teaching 9th grade English and social studies.  This position was held from 2012 through 
the 2014-15 school year.  While at Highland, I was able to coach football and baseball as an assistant 
coach. 
 
I am looking forward to this upcoming school year and look forward to meeting you.  It is very exciting to be 
a bulldog once again.  If you are in the neighborhood, please stop by to say hi to us at the elementary! 
 
Go Bulldogs! 
 

Cody Reese, Principal 
Elementary Principal 

One of the interesting parts of dealing with a Financial Planning and Supervision Commission as 
part of Fiscal Emergency is the coordination involved in garnering their approval for such things as 
putting a levy issue on the ballot. The school board and commission met a total of four times in late 
July between the two entities to consider placement of a 0.75% earned income tax issue on the No-
vember 3rd ballot. The request, if approved, would have raised approximately $1.15 million per year 
for a five-year period. 
  
Ohio law requires that at least four Board members (technically 2/3 of the full board) must vote af-
firmatively to place a school levy on the ballot. The Board and Administration are cognizant of an 
economy still in recovery and its effects on all our lives. The school board voted on July 28th to con-
sider a tax issue. The board voted 3-2 which means that for the first November in several years, 
East Knox will NOT be on the ballot this fall for a school levy. 
  
Even though there will be no levy issue on the ballot, there are board member positions available as 
two individual’s terms expire at the end of December. It is critical to our school district’s success 
that the electorate votes for quality candidates. Talk to your neighbors. Speak with school staff. 
Know your candidates and vote for those who have a vested interest in our children and grandchil-
dren. 
  
As the new school year approaches and for many years to come, East Knox Schools will continue 
to provide our children with high quality instruction utilizing the resources provided. Thank you again 
for entrusting us with the education of this community’s most precious gifts-our children. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Steve Larcomb 
Superintendent of Schools 
 



 ABOUT THE DISTRICT—The East Knox District is 
made up of Knox and parts of Licking and Coshocton Counties.  
Our district covers an area of 144 square miles and geographi-
cally services the community of Howard, Apple Valley, Bladens-
burg, and Millwood. 
 East Knox Junior/Senior High and Elementary school 
buildings are located on U.S. 36 in the town of Howard.  Both 
are located on the same campus and are situated in beautiful 
rural settings which complement the learning environment.  
There are several colleges within commuting distance, and the 
area provides numerous cultural and recreational opportunities. 
 We encourage you to visit our schools and facilities.  
The East Knox staff and residents strive to maintain high stan-
dards for education in our schools, working together for our chil-
dren, our future leaders. 
 STAFF—A professional staff of 71 trained teachers and administrators provide an excellent learning atmos-
phere for district students.  A dedicated teaching force with quality education is offered in an environment which pro-
motes excellence, knowledge and skills.  The East Knox Schools are a reflection of the community they serve.  With 
strong support of the parents and interested, caring citizens, this district will continue to improve as partners in edu-
cation. 
 ABOUT THE AREA—Knox County is located in central Ohio and is within an hour of northern Columbus, 
Mansfield and Ashland.  Knox County is home to Mount Vernon Nazarene University and Kenyon College.  Mount 
Vernon is an “All American City” and provides many nationally known shopping venues while still maintaining the 
small town feeling. 
 

Financial Update 
 
Submitted by: Jessica Busenburg, Treasurer 
 
Over the past seven years the East Knox Board of Education 
has taken drastic measures to reduce expenses in order to 
decrease deficit spending.  Reductions have saved the dis-
trict over $2 million.  To the left is actual 2014/15 and 2013/14 
financial data. 
 
Below is a summary of 2014/15 financial data: 
 

Revenues increased by $247,204 or about 2.4% 
 
Expenses increased by $209,933 or about 2.1% 
 
Revenue exceeded expenses by $452,625 
 
There was a carryover balance (cash balance) of 
$1,588,674 at June 30, 2015 

 
Other District financial facts: 

 
The District lost over $400,000 in state funding for 
2011/2012 
 
We have lost over $600,000 in state funding in the past 6 
years 
 
The district spends over $2,013,000 per year (20% of the 
general fund budget) on open-enrollment (students leaving 
the district) and community school tuition 
 
District salaries have been completely frozen the past 5 
years with no inflationary increases for the past 7 years 
 
Certified Staff turnover is near 50% for the past three years 
combined (about 42 teachers) with approximately 15 more 
leaving after the 2014/15 school year 
 

Please go to www.ekschools.org to view a financial presenta-
tion and access financial documents under Board Informa-
tion. 
 

Financial Information From the Treasurer  

   

General Fund Receipts  2014/2015 2013/2014 

   Local Taxes $4,679,775 $4,469,543 

   Intergovernmental (State) 4,892,903 4,870,119 

   Interest and Other Miscellaneous Receipts 731,912 717,724 

Total General Fund Receipts $10,304,590 $10,057,386 

   

General Fund Disbursements   

    Regular Instruction $2,824,536 $3,016,928 

    Special Instruction 1,024,525 854,584 

    Vocational Instruction 187,423 174,605 

    Other Instruction 2,138,631 1,946,627 

    Pupil Support Services 649,087 608,377 

    Instructional Staff Support Services 152,471 154,502 

    Board of Education Support Services 17,232 16,745 

    Administration Support Services 754,347 797,143 

    Fiscal Support Services 283,140 289,097 

    Operation and Maintenance of Plant 929,259 843,663 

    Pupil Transportation 581,157 627,169 

    Central 144,039 156,577 

     Shared Services 24,509 20,534 

    Extracurricular Activities 141,609 135,481 

Total General Fund Disbursements $9,851,965 $9,642,032 





 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

iPad Distribution 
 
iPad distribution for the Junior/Senior High School students will take place this year after school be-
gins, please watch for paperwork to come home with your child.  IPads will not be permitted to go 
home with Elementary students this year. 
 
1. The Jr./Sr. High and Elementary students must return the signed Acceptable Use Policy. 
2. The Jr./Sr. High student must bring $50 insurance premium, if they are taking the iPad home, 

(check to East Knox Local Schools). 
3. Students will be issued an iPad, but not be permitted to take the device home unless the insur-

ance premium is paid. 
 
 

 

 
East Knox Biddy Volleyball Camp 
 
Biddy Volleyball Camp was held June 8-11 at the elementary gym.  Twenty-
six girls from grades third though sixth participated with current high school 
girls helping teach basic skills.  A big thank you goes to Custom Sports Outfitters for donat-
ing the t-shirts for each participant. 
 
Zara Huffman was chosen as Monday’s camper of the day, Kensley McMillen won Tues-
day’s and Megan Peck claimed Wednesday’s honor.  Nataley Hull was chosen camper of 
the week.  A fun time was had by all. 

 

School Lunch Fees 

 

School lunch fees are in compliance with Section 5 (Equity in School Lunch 

Pricing) of federal law, the Health, Hunger-Free Act of 2010. 

 

Elementary School $2.00 

Jr./Sr. High School $2.25 





 

Important Dates 
 
 
August 11 8-noon  12th graders may pick up schedules in Guidance Office 
August 12 8-noon  11th graders may pick up schedules in Guidance Office 
August 13 8-noon  9th & 10th graders may pick up schedules in Guidance Office 
August 14 8-noon  7th & 8th graders may pick up schedules in Guidance Office 
August 17 5:30 p.m.  Senior Class Meeting 
August 17 6:30 p.m.  7th Grade Orientation (and any new students—grades 7-12) 
                    (7th gr. schedules/locker assignments will be available) 
 

August 14 & 17 Teacher In-Service Day—No School 
August 17 6-7 pm Grades 1-6 Open House in Elementary 
August 18 First Day of School-No Kindergarten 
August 18 Kindergarten testing (by appointment only—during school day) 
August 19 Kindergarten testing (by appointment only—during school day) 
August 19 6-7 pm Kindergarten Orientation-Open House 
August 20  Kindergarteners first day of school 
September 7  Labor Day—No School 
October 12 Teacher In-Service Day—No School 
October 22  Evening Parent-Teacher Conferences for ELE/JR/SR-school in session 
October 26 Evening Parent-Teacher Conferences for ELE -school in session 
October 27 Evening Parent-Teacher Conferences for JR/SR -school in session 
November 25-30  Thanksgiving Holiday—No School 
December 21-January 1 Winter Break—No School 
January 15  Teacher Work Day—No School 
January 18  Holiday—No School 
January 21  Evening Parent-Teacher Conferences for ELE/JR/SR-school in session 
January 25 Evening Parent-Teacher Conferences for ELE-school in session 
January 26 Evening Parent-Teacher Conferences for JR/SR-school in session 
February 12 & 15  Vacation Day and President’s Day—No School 
March 25-April 1  Spring Break—No School 
May 26  Last Day for Students 
May 27 7 pm Senior Graduation 

Enrollment 
      

  K-4 5-8 9-12 EK/KCCC Total 

2009/10 451 370 417   1238 

2010/11 456 366 399   1221 

2011/12 447 352 377   1176 

2012/13 398 362 323 50 1133 

    K-6 7-12 EK/KCCC   

2013/14   576 511 54 1141 

2014/15  502 497 46 1045 



     Yes, it’s that time of 
year again, time for our 
annual 201 Club Hog 
Roast.  The date for this 
year’s hog roast is Satur-
day, August 15, 2015, 
with serving beginning at 
6 pm.  The event will 
once again be held at 
Campbell’s Sportsman’s 
Club, 22430 Coshocton 
Road in Howard.  We will 
be serving up our great 
meal of roasted pork, 
scalloped potatoes, green 
beans, garlic salad, relish, 
rolls and brownies. 
 
     By joining the 201 
Club, you are helping to 
support all of our great 
athletes with you gener-
ous contribution, by help-
ing us provide meals, 
equipment and in any 
other way that we are 
needed. 
 
     Tickets are $50 which 

includes dinner at the 
hog roast for two, your 
name will be listed in 
our Fall Sports Program 
and you will be entered 
in the drawing for nine 
$100 prizes and one 
drawing for $1,000 
which will be announced 
at our last home football 
game. 
 
     You may still join 
even if you can’t attend 
the hog roast, but 
please try to join us as 
we will have many great 
door prizes as well as a 
silent and a live auction.   
 
     You may also pay at 
the door on the 15th.   
 
     If you have any 
questions, or would like 
to donate a door prize 
or auction item, please 
call Lisa Adams @ 501-

3274 or Darcy Knight @ 
501-3278.  To become a 
member of the 201 Club 
or to RSVP to attend the 
Hog Roast you may mail 
your check to: 
 
 

East Knox  
Athletic Boosters 

P.O. Box 15 
Howard, OH  43028 

 
 
 

Hope to see you 
August 15th. 

 

 

the internet.  You will re-
ceive a “low-lunch” balance 
email.   

     If you have questions re-
garding your EZpay ac-
count, you can contact them 
at 1-866-myEZpay (866-
693-9729) or email at 
info@spsezpay.com 

 

 

 

     You can access the on-
line payment website by go-
ing to our district website 
(www.ekschools.org), then 
click on “EZpay For Fees 
and Lunches” link. You will 
be transferred over to the 
payment site.  Complete the 
registration page, and add 
your child’s name(s) and ID 
number(s).  Once you have 
registered and created a 
password you will not need 
the student ID number 
again.  You can check your 
child’s account balances as 
longs you have access to 

201 Club Hog Roast 

Pay for Lunches and School Fees Online 

 

 

EZpay  
for fees and 

lunches 

Join the 201 Club 

and help support 

the Athletic Boost-

ers of East Knox 



EAST KNOX LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

         TRANSPORTATION REQUEST 

 
ONLY COMPLETE THIS FORM IF THE STUDENT IS NOT 

 BEING PICKED-UP/DROPPED-OFF AT THE PRIMARY RESIDENCE 

(please allow 1 week prior notice to process form) 

 

 

 
PRIMARY RESIDENCE: 

 

Name of Student_______________________Birth Date_________________Grade________ 

 

Name of Parent/Guardian______________________________________________________ 

 

Street Address________________________________City___________Zip Code_________ 

 

Dad’s Home Phone____________________  Mom’s Home Phone_____________________ 

 

Dad’s Work  Phone____________________  Mom’s Work Phone_____________________ 

 

Dad’s Cell Phone______________________  Mom’s Cell Phone______________________ 

 

The student will be:  picked up______  dropped off______ at the PRIMARY address on the following days 

 

___M.  ___Tue.  ___Wed.  ___Thurs.  ___Fri. 

 

 

ALTERNATE PICK-UP/DROP OFF ADDRESS LOCATION: 

 

Name_______________________________Baby Sitter?_____Relative?_____Other______ 

 

Street Address________________________________City___________Zip Code_________ 

 

The student will be:  picked up______  dropped off______ at the ALTERNATE address on the following days 

 

___M.  ___Tue.  ___Wed.  ___Thurs.  ___Fri. 

 

********************************************************************************************* 

 

Emergency Contact_____________________Phone________________Cell____________Work #______________ 

 

Relationship___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature:                                                                          Date: 

 

 

 

*****************************************Office Use Only*************************************** 

 

___Approved     ___Denied                   

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature:  Transportation Department                             Date: 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

1st-12th Grades—School Begins 
Tuesday, August 18th 

 
Kindergarten Begins Friday, August 20th 

Kindergarten testing by appointment August 18th and 19th  
 
 

Junior/Senior High School Hours—7:35 a.m.-2:20 p.m. 
 

Elementary School Hours—8:45 a.m.-3:15 p.m. 
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East Knox Local School District 
23201 Coshocton Road 
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EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER 

East Knox Local School District 

Purple Pr ide  
Publ ished  to  br ing schoo l news to the  res iden ts  of  East Knox Loca l Schoo l D is tr ict  

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES—This publi-
cation, a report to the residents of the 
East Knox Local School District, ful-
fills the requirements of section 
3313.94 of the Ohio Revised Code.  
Suggestions or questions should be 
directed to the Board of Education Of-
fice, 23201 Coshocton Road, Howard, 
OH  43028. 

 
The Safe School Helpline 

800-325-4381 
614-760-2820 

Help 
Keep 
Our 

Schools 

S A F E ! 
 

Security Voice Incorporated 

! 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


